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part, composing the major portion of the volume, is devoted to 
Toxicology, and constitutes a thorough treatise on the proper- 
ties, effect, and detection of various kinds of poison. 

The purpose of the book is not to make every lawyer his own 
expert, but to afford a ready means of acquiring in a short tima 
sufficient knowledge on any given point of legal medicine to 
conduct an examination or cross-examination of an expert with 
a fair amount of intelligence. To this purpose the book is 
admirably adapted. It is accurate and concise, and as brief as 
is consistent with thoroughness. R. B. E. 



Street Railway Reports, — Annotated, — Reporting the 

Electrical Railway and Street Railway Decisions of 

the Federal and State Courts in the United States. 

Volume I. By Frank B. Gilbert, of the Albany Bar. Pp. 

xvi-f-943. Albany, N. Y. : Matthew Bender, 1904. 

One has but to note the increase in the number of books 
edited and published, which contain solely a collection of cases 
embodying the law on a particular subject, to realize that the 
case system is governing and proving its usefulness and prac- 
ticability not only to schools of instruction but to practising 
lawyers as well. The law of many subjects has been so col- 
lected and this book is an illustration of the extension of the 
system in still another direction. 

When we consider the maze of street railways in our own 
city and realize that a goodly portion of the work of the average 
lawyer results from the operation thereof, we can see at once 
the importance of a collection such as this. 

This is slightly different from an ordinary case-book, how- 
ever, it being but the first of a series of books to be published 
in the future as the cases arise and are decided in the various 
states. The object of the series is stated briefly in the preface 
as follows, " to report all the cases decided in the Federal 
Courts, in the courts of last resort of the states, and the im- 
portant cases decided in lower courts of original or appellate 
jurisdiction from April 1, 1903, relating in any way to the 
management, operation, or control of street railways, and the 
rights, duties, and liabilities of street railway companies." 
From this statement can be seen the wide range of the book, the 
fact that only cases of importance and weight will be detailed, 
and, more important still, only recent cases. Such a collection 
as this, issued as the cases arise, will allow the lawyer to keep 
pace with the law of all states on this subject and to acquire an 
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" up-to-dateness" which could not be obtained by a scattered 
and promiscuous reading. 

It is to be noted that the decisions are from all of the states, 
and so will render it of general utility throughout the country. 
The cases are arranged not according to subjects, but according 
to the states in which they were decided, so that we have the 
decisions of each state grouped together and not scattered 
throughout the book, as is frequently the case. 

The notes — an essential constituent of every case-book — are 
fully worked out and greatly widen the scope of the book. 
While only recent cases are given in full, in the notes can be 
found abundant reference to former cases, and also to points 
not of sufficient importance to warrant a report in full. An 
index to the cases, which is really a brief synopsis of the law of 
the cases cited in the book, adds to its completeness. 

The book is undoubtedly one which can be utilized by the 
lawyer and student alike. To a lawyer whose work involves 
the conduct of cases for or against street railway companies, it 
should be invaluable and do away to a great extent with tiring 
research which would otherwise be necessitated. F. G. S. 



